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Internal Review

Academic program reviews are conducted by 
mandate of the Florida Board of Governors every 
seven years to assess the quality of programs and 
to improve degree programs. The review is con-
ducted internally and approved by the appropriate 
Dean and the Provost. During 2007-08 the first 
review of the Interdisciplinary Ecology master’s 
and doctoral program (both new in 1999-00) was 
conducted. The main findings are:

∏ �SNRE has created a graduate degree program 
that is truly interdisciplinary, not just collab-
orative (among traditional departments). The 
graduates are able to enter the workplace and 
integrate the natural and social sciences to pro-
duce the products and services desired by their 
employers. This statement arises from feedback 
from both graduates and their employers, and 
some employers are now inserting into job de-
scriptions “interdisciplinary experience desir-
able.”

∏ �The graduate degree program has grown from 
21 students (first year of program in 1999-00) to 
145 students enrolled in fall 2007. In the last two 
years, PhD students have been more numerous 
than MS students. The entering qualifications 
of the students are high. The graduates readily 
enter the workplace and represent a new gen-
eration of scientists and professionals prepared 
to solve interdisciplinary problems.

∏ �All the graduates since the inception of the de-
gree program that can be located are employed, 
except 2 with family care or medical impera-
tives. Seventy-seven percent of the MS gradu-
ates and 47 percent of the PhD graduates are 
working within the US; the remainder work 
outside the US. The predominant type of em-
ployer for MS graduates is government agencies 
(27%), and 25% are working on a more advanced 
degree. For PhD graduates, university employ-
ment predominates (26%) followed by post-doc 
work (21%). 

∏ �Critical synergies have been developed with 
some units at UF. For example, more than half 

the graduate students in the Tropical Conserva-
tion and Development (TCD) program are SNRE 
graduate students. TCD is a staging ground for 
graduate students from Latin America and else-
where to get their master’s degree (MALAS) and 
then move on to SNRE for the PhD, since Latin 
American Studies/TCD does not offer the PhD. 
This is an example of how SNRE complements 
other programs in constructive ways. 

∏ �Some success has been achieved in obtaining 
funding for graduate students from multiple 
budget units. This is establishing a strong posi-
tive tradition of fiscal collaboration and partner-
ships among departments and colleges that have 
different missions and academic cultures.

While these are significant achievements, there 
is still room for improvement. State funding for 
assistantships is declining while the demand for 
the degree programs keeps increasing. We will 
need to seek external funding and endowments 
to augment state funding to support students. 
While the affiliate faculty favor interdisciplinary 
teaching and research involving SNRE, working 
across traditional academic disciplinary lines is 
difficult and time consuming, and thus it needs 
facilitation. SNRE could encourage interdisciplin-
ary work by adding a small group of collaborative 
faculty in subject areas where UF is currently un-
derstaffed. Funding for this will also need to be 
secured from outside sources, particularly in the 
near term. Finally, the academic culture in which 
SNRE operates could be enhanced by co-location 
in a building alongside other natural resource and 
environment related departments and units. The 
complete Board of Governor’s review can be found 
at the SNRE website.

The state of Florida is a bellwether state for problems and opportunities 
related to ecology and environment. Population growth, rapid change, and 
competing uses and values make Florida’s natural resources nationally and 
internationally important. The diversity and depth of UF’s academic exper-
tise relating to ecology and environment is extraordinary. SNRE, through 
its campus-wide reach, is committed to enhancing the understanding of the 
interaction of natural systems and society and to develop intellectual capac-
ity to address the environmental and natural resource issues facing Florida, 
the nation, and the world.


